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Carson Fulmer delivers during the first inning of a

‘T'm still here”: Angels’
Fulmer hopes to finally
live up to expecations

By SAM BLUM

Anaheim, Calif. » The baseball
vas in full swing But Carson Fulmer w:
m seemed to want him.

It was the spring of 2023, and Fulmer
then 29 years old, had little to do but watch
the transaction wire. He saw other players
signed to long-shot attempts to reach the
big leagues, Each one reinforced the reali
zation that nobody thought he was worthy
of a similar look.

Fulmer has been designated for assign
ment six times in his career and optioned
nine times more. He has been claimed off
waivers six times, outrighted three times
and released once. A former phenom and
top prospect, Fulmer had gotten all too
used to his career being kicked around like
a hacky sack.

But after he was let go by the ttle
Mariners, to his surprise, late last spring.
suddenly all the chaos came to a disquict-
ing halt
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ally don't see it happening
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dies that were playing You try to keep vour-
self going

“It was a really hard time for me. Proba-
bly one of the hardest things I've ever had
10 go through

Fulmer was the No. 8 overall pick in the
2015 MLE draft, selected by the Chicago
White Sox. He had been a college baseball
legend. The Vanderbilt University ace threw
3 innings with a 1.83 ERA en route to
15 College World Series championship
game appearand

He looked ready-made for the big leagoes.
And he had the intense demeanor to be-
come a presence in the sport. Fulmer was
as close to achieving national stardom as a
u:lh“'« pitcher could possibly be.

“ust-forward cight years. and Fulmer
w |~~m|ph grateful when the Los Angeles
Angels called last May to offer him a role as
1 Class AAA innings-eater. He wasn't just
ontemplating retirement at that time. He
was on the doorstep of it — with his first
child about 1o arrive.
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Fulmer did no ree with the
wary he was developed. He said the White
Sox tried to calm his max-effort deliv
er v out of concern that his arm
Id up under the strain of signif-

/s that take things for
I don't want to be

i
would
icant i

esult, his fastball, which had

touched the upper 90s in college, instead
sat in the low 90s with the White Sox.

Fualmer believes that his natural delivery
provided a lot of deception for his best pitch,

e-up. He also says he has some
thing of a rubber arm — one that is largely
unfazed by heavy and strenuous work.

“I guess what he is saying, us 1 under-
stand. “Don’t m ange until 1 fail™
said Steve McCatty, who was the pitching
h for the White Sox's affiliate in Char-
lotte. North Carolina. McCatty pushed back
on the idea that there was a top-down edict
to change Fulmer. “If someone did, I cer
tainly don't know about it.” he said

Fulmer didn't revert to his original
max-effort delivery for years, after he was
selected by the Los \m\ des Dodgers in the
of the 2022 Rule 5
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He has 0 3.21 ERA ov

No one would confuse him with a Cy
Young Award winner, cven if that was once
hoped to be his ceiling. Fulmer, though. be-
lieves he has turned a corner in his career
and that he's a late bloomer who has figured
something out

“Ilove him, man. He's everything that's
been advertised,” said Angels pitching coach
Barry Enright “The kid lm~lh(

he takes anything for granted. And
story. You draw from those fail-
ures that he's gone through.”

Fulmer never got numb to his disap-
pointments, He has found some silver lin-
ings. Just reaching the major leagues and
continuing to get back are major accom-
plishments in their own right.

But bouncing from the V\hm Sox. De-

reinvent, r reorchestrate,

whatever vou want to call it,”
k Johnson, Fulmer's pitching
h the Reds. “He uper kid.”
Fulmer's son, Fox, was born just two
weeks after he signed with the Angels. Fox
got to attend a game late 1 st season, Fulmer
hapes his son can someday watch him pitch
and be old enough to int ilize it

“That’s why I want to continue to play,”
Fulmer said. “I'm goin:
continue to play for s
he has that memory
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